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Abstract

The abstractive art in Islam is defined technically as a term showing
the free combination between shape and color from the restrictions
fact, in a manner that goes beyond the simulation of the nature
manifestations. It is the common sense approved by researchers in
understanding generally the fine arts, when referring to the
abstractive term.

Researchers agree that Islamic art does not mean the artistic
technique to transform or only represent the nature and this
phenomenon. It was prevalent in the arts of earlier civilizations of
Islam like Sassanid and Byzantine. Previously, in the ancient time the
Islamic art has been taken another technical approach and direction
in adopting the Mother Nature as its unique inspiration, in a mainly
manner to modify the inspired forms into a tinted and varicolored
modality. The Muslim artist has excelled in this art, and was able to
manage and invent many forms, graphics and frames through the use
of the art of abstraction and projected with new characteristics and

conditions which were different from their original forms. All those
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forms and the variety of floral, plants and geometric shapes were
created and invented, arranged and coordinated according to an
aesthetic rhythm and an engineering control, making the art of
abstraction the most prominent characteristic of Islamic art .

The abstractive art was used by the Muslim artist, and was the only
way to bring new artistic inventions above and beyond the
traditional procedures and elements to become a new artistic era.
The art is not anymore the true reproduction of the Mother Nature,
but it is to invent a new image conforming to the artistic conditions
and the aesthetic values.

The Islamic abstractive art is considered an important and particular
scientific subject, because of its direct links with the Islamic concept
and beliefs, and it could be easy to know the impact of this art
through the study of previous Islamic forms and artistic concepts.
The identification of the technique used in the abstractive designs,
reflecting the beginning of an artistic sense and a creative
development of the Muslim artist, and the effect of beliefs in the art
reflecting the values of beauty and invention.

The Muslim artist has dealt and manipulated several axes to express
his desire to move away from the models and not to draw or
photograph the creatures as per the contrary methods that were
common before Islam. The Muslim artist worked hard to update and
upgrade his style’s ability inspired by the conviction that the
abstractive technique should be moving away from the old methods
and away from other religious beliefs, at this point gains an absolute
personality and was free to choose any abstractive technique, such

as; floral motifs which represent a wide forms and ranges of different
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models of plants, flowers and fruits, geometric shapes and Arabic
patterns and fonts.
Many historical sites have accurately been selected to elaborate this
study, and have contained the most important decorative elements
that represent the abstractive Islamic art since its beginnings in the
period of the Umayyad.
This study aimed to discover the reasons and the emergency need of
abstractive art in Islam, to clarify the role of the different arts before
and after Islam, to determine the functional and the symbolism of the
abstractive art, to explain the artistic methods,and elements of motifs
used in the abstractive art and identifying its reflected significance
and values,major innovations and huge developments which have
been taking place on the state in Umayyad dynasty helped in
spreading of new concepts in building the Islamic state and
facilitating the movement of workers, artisans, craftsmen, builders
which were employed for their abilities and skills without
differentiation of religious and ethnic origins.

The most important feature of the Islamic art is the philosophy on which
it’s based.The Muslim can see God in his power ¢ greatness and
mercy. God is the center ofthe universe and everything starts and
ends by him,we do not find in Islamic art,any human photography,

graphics or pictures within the religious buildings.
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